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THE EXISTENCE OF AMERICA KNOWN EARLY IN THE 
CHRISTIAN ERA. 

In 708 a. d., Jacob of Edessa, the famous Syrian ecclesiastic, encyclo- 
paedist, and writer, wrote his work entitled Hexameron. Attention has 
been called to its importance by the Abb 6 Martin in two papers published 
in the Journal Asiatique (1888). One point is of especial interest. He 
remarks (p. 455) : " I have already said that this learned Syrian had some 
idea of the existence of a vast continent between Spain and Tingitana, on 
one side, and China. This appears from his remark concerning an unknown 
land situated to the East of China, but he speaks of it still more clearly in 
treating another subject, that of the dimensions of the earth. Jacob says : 
The length (of the earth) is measured beginning at the Western Ocean ; at 
the gulf placed outside Gadira (Gades ?), an island placed in the 5th degree 
of longitude, at the Western extremity of the inhabited earth. It is said (lit. 
written) that in front of Spain and the columns of Herakles, between them 
and the country of the Chinese, which is to the East of India, there is an 

UNKNOWN AND UNINHABITED LAND." 

It is evident, then, that rumors of the existence of America had reached 
the Syrians, before the time of Jacob of Edessa. Whence could these rumors 
have come ? Possibly from China. It is well known that the Syrian mis- 
sionaries, especially those belonging to the Nestorian sect, spread over the 
Far-East and had numerous settlements in India and in China, along the 
seacoast. This had been an accomplished fact for over two centuries before 
Jacob of Edessa ; and, even at the present day, memorials of their presence 
are found in China. Communications between the Far-East and Syria 
were therefore likely to be not infrequent ; and these countries seem to have 
been better known at that time, than they were later, to Arabian travellers 
and geographers. These facts suggest the interesting enquiries, whether this 
rumor of an unknown continent reached Syria from China ; whether, at 
this early time, the Chinese were acquainted with the coast of Alaska ; and 
whether their knowledge of America went any further. 
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